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Shirley once said, ‘‘We must build new insti-

tutions or reform old ones so that there are
avenues of upward mobility and achievement
that will allow all citizens, black and white, to
maintain creative tensions between them-
selves. If we fail, this nation will be poorer for
it and if we succeed, it will be richer indeed.’’

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague Rep-
resentative BARBARA LEE, for affording Mem-
bers the opportunity to mark this occasion rec-
ognizing Shirley Chisholm who is a true public
servant, a champion for all people, and a
woman whom I am proud and honored to call
my friend.
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Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, in light of the fact
that this Sunday is Father’s Day, I would like
to share with you a letter sent to me by the
stepson of a dear friend of mine. I believe it
captures the essence of this important holiday
for Dads, like myself, all around the country.

DEAR MR. HONDA: While my name may not
be familiar to many in Washington, D.C., I’m
sure that the name of my stepfather will—
Norm Mineta.

This past year has been an amazing jour-
ney for my family—and for my family, that’s
really saying something. My stepfather’s life
reads like a story one would learn about in
a history book or a novel. At the age of
twelve, he was taken from his house and de-
tained in an internment camp along with
120,000 others in this nation who happened to
be of Japanese ancestry.

After the Second World War ended, he and
his family returned to San Jose and he at-
tended and graduated from the University of
California Berkley. Later, during the Korean
War, he joined the Army where he served as
an intelligence officer. After his military
service he worked in the family business at
the Mineta insurance company until once
more he answered the call to public service.
Norm served in the San Jose City Council, as
the Mayor of San Jose, and 21 years as the
Representative for the 15th Congressional
District of California.

After he left the Congress, he worked for
Lockheed Martin as senior vice president for
almost five years until President Clinton
tapped him for the position of Commerce
Secretary. After the 2000 election, President
Bush chose him to serve America once more
as the Transportation Secretary.

Norm’s list of firsts is beyond impressive—
it’s amazing. He was the first American of
Japanese descent to serve as a Mayor of a
major city in the continental United States.
As the Chairman of the House Committee on
Transportation & Infrastructure, he was the
first Asian Pacific American to serve as
Chairman of a full Committee in the U.S.
House of Representatives (Chairman of the
transportation committee). He was also the
first Asian Pacific American to serve on any
President’s Cabinet, and the first Cabinet
member to serve in successive administra-
tions for two different political parties. And
this only scratches the surface. You could
fill volumes with all of my stepfather’s
achievements. In fact, someday, I’m certain
they will. But there is a deeper reason why I
am writing this letter.

As I witnessed all of the events taking
place in my family’s life over the past year,
and I read all of the articles and stories

about my step dad’s life, and I heard all of
the speeches, I noticed that something was
missing—the most important something.
Who Norman Y. Mineta really is, not just
what he has done in public life.

Norm is one of the kindest, most decent
man I have ever been privileged to know. He
embodies what the Founding Fathers envi-
sioned when they set up our system of gov-
ernment. He is a man who truly cares more
about others than he does of himself. He does
not seek glory, but rather takes pride in
bettering the lives of others. Most impor-
tantly, he is humble.

As a Member of Congress, Norm would go
to events at the White House, as other im-
portant people did. He would stand in the re-
ceiving line to meet the President and when
his time would come he would shake the
President’s hand saying, ‘‘Hello Mr. Presi-
dent. I’m Norm Mineta from California.’’ To
which every President would respond,
‘‘Norm, I know who you are.’’ Later he would
say to my mom, with wonder in his eyes.
‘‘The President said he knows who I am!’’

Norm Mineta is a man who puts family
above all else. His biography in ‘‘Who’s Who
in America’’ does not describe how he can-
celed all of his plans the day my family’s
dog, Tribble, died. His resume does not re-
flect the pride he felt when my stepbrother,
Dave Mineta, was elected to the school board
of Pacifica, California. Nor do the official
records of the Congress contain the fact that
he cried when Dave asked his father to swear
him into his new position on the school
board. Norm was so excited when my brother
Mark and his wife called home to tell the
news that they were pregnant with their
first child. As a father, he took as much
pride in the fact that in my stepbrother, Stu
Mineta, was hired at a regional airline as a
pilot as he did in his own appointment to the
Cabinet.

After coming home from a long day at the
office, Norm would always takes times, and
considerable joy, in playing with his two
dogs. Norm has been known to fall asleep
whenever the family comes together to
watch a movie. Watching a movie on video
with Norm often involves constantly prod-
ding him to make sure he is still awake.
Often times he will fall asleep, but deny this
to us when we call him on it. Norm has been
a wonderful husband to my mother in more
ways than I could ever begin to describe. He
refers to my mother as ‘‘honey’’ and ‘‘dear’’
in public, but in private, he calls her ‘‘pal,’’
and that is what they truly are—the best of
friends.

My life with Norm has been a wonderful
blessing. Life doesn’t always happen the way
you plan and sometimes people get divorced.
Such was the case with my mother and fa-
ther. And to this day, I love my father very
much. I have been blessed twice, for God
brought into my life Norman Mineta. A man
whom history will remember much longer
than it will remember most of us. I am also
very fortunate because Norm is a man that I
will remember is ways that the history
books will never be able to capture. Our na-
tion will remember Norm as many great
things, veteran, Mayor, Congressional lead-
er, two-time Cabinet Secretary, but the
greatest of these titles and accolades to me,
will always be ‘‘Dad.’’

Sincerely,
BOB BRANTER.
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Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today

to congratulate the Valley Hospital in Ridge-
wood, New Jersey on the occasion of their
50th anniversary. From a small and difficult
beginning, the Valley Hospital has become a
premier example of quality and commitment to
medical excellence. This weekend, the Valley
Hospital will be honored as a Hermitage Pio-
neer Corporation at the Hermitage Rose Ball
in Ho-Ho-Kus, New Jersey. It is an honor to
recognize this hospital for their service to
northern New Jersey.

The Valley Hospital opened its doors in
1951 with 108 beds, 22 bassinets and 268
physicians and employees. Over 4,700 pa-
tients were admitted and served by the hos-
pital. Through their exceptional leadership and
vision, Valley has expanded and continually
met the changing healthcare needs of the
ever-growing community. I am proud to say
that Valley now has over 600 physicians and
3,000 employees. Last year the hospital
served 42,540 patients and welcomed 3,221
babies. Under Mike Azzara’s guidance as
Chairman of Valley Health Systems, and Au-
drey Meyer’s leadership as President and
CEO of the Valley Hospital, the hospital has
entered the 21st century as a premier provider
of health care in not only New Jersey but the
entire Northeast United States.

This achievement has not come without a
struggle. Plans to open a hospital in northwest
New Jersey began nearly forty years before
ground was broken. Community groups gath-
ered to raise money for a hospital, however,
the stock market crash and the Great Depres-
sion stalled their attempts. Under the leader-
ship of the Women’s Auxiliary in 1944, local
residents donated almost $1,000,000 to break
ground in 1949.

The Valley Hospital exists because of a de-
termined group of local citizens who very early
on saw a need and overcame the odds to
make this into a reality. This is the classic
American dream. Such outstanding dedication
is still visible in the hospital today as the Val-
ley Hospital looks forward to the needs of the
next fifty years.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join me in com-
mending the Valley Hospital for its service to
the community, and recognizing those com-
mitted to continuing its tradition of excellence.
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Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute and express gratitude to my good
friend Paul Wendler for his many years of
service and for his significant contributions to
the conservation of wildlife and natural re-
sources in Michigan and the entire Great
Lakes region.

Paul has dedicated his life to making his
community a better place to live for all citizens
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